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NOTE: This story is for the 10/9 UM football program.
November 4, 1991
ORGANIZERS OF UM ALUMNI BAND RECEIVE UM SERVICE AWARD
Six men who organize the popular University of Montana 
Alumni Band for each homecoming received the UM Service Award 
this morning at a pre-game brunch.
Fred Nelson, Hal Herbig, John Combs, Lance Boyd, Tom Cook 
and Don Stanaway were nominated by the UM Alumni Association for 
the award, which recognizes alumni who in some way serve their 
alma mater. This is the first time a group, rather than an 
individual, has received the award.
"We think the Alumni Band is one of the best things about 
homecoming," said UM Alumni Association Director Bill Johnston. 
"These guys spend countless hours arranging music, calling 
members, setting up rehearsals. We just wanted to find some way 
to thank them."
Organized in 1988, the band plays only during homecoming 
weekend. About 50-60 alumni of all ages, all of whom played in a 
UM band, arrive on Friday for an afternoon rehearsal. After a 
banquet and a jazz session Friday night, the band plays Saturday 
for the morning homecoming parade and for halftime at the 
afternoon football game.
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Johnston said the band is very popular on the parade route: 
"You know when the Alumni Band is coming because you can hear the 
cheers. Everyone loves them."
Five of the six organizers are from Missoula: Nelson (B.M. 
'52, M.M.E. '56), Combs (B.M.E. '77) and Herbig (B.M. '51) are
alumni, while Tom Cook and Lance Boyd are UM music professors. 
Stanaway (B.S. Bus.Ad. '52) lives in Billings.
Cook said the organizers hope the band will grow.
"We're trying to aim for 100 people for this alumni band 
reunion every year," he said.
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